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FIG. I. EXTERIOR OF THE TOMB-CHAPEL WHICH CONTAINS DECORATION OF 
ALLEGORICAL AND BIBLICAL PERSONAGES SEEN IN FIGS. 3 AND 4 




FIG. 2. GRAVE WITH BURIAL IN POSITION 



THE OASIS OF KHARGA 

THE purpose of the work at Kharga 
and the position of some of the 
chief points of historical and 
archaeological interest in the 
oasis were described in the May Bulletin. 
Our work began in the latter part of Febru- 



ary with an investigation of the large 
Christian cemetery known as El Bagawat. 

The cemetery lies on a long, narrow 
ridge, which runs north and south, with 
an average elevation of from fifteen to 
twenty meters above the oasis bottom. 
It consists of a series of tomb-chapels 
— about two hundred in number, arranged 
in some cases in "streets" and in other 
cases without any regular order, — which 
obviously served as the tombs of richer 
people; while between these constructions 
the rest of the area of the cemetery consists 
of ordinary pit graves, placed closely to- 
gether and with only a small superstructure 
to mark their position. 

In order to determine the main char- 
acteristics of the cemetery generally, our 
work at this point was concentrated, first, 
on the photographing and classifying of as 
many as possible of the tomb-chapels 
which seemed to present variations of type, 
of construction, or of decoration; secondly, 
on the clearing and recording of the burial 
chambers of a number of the best of these 
chapels; and, thirdly, on the excavation of 
a section of the cemetery containing or- 
dinary graves, between the chapels. 

The tomb-chapels are constructed of 
mud brick, in most cases faced originally 
with white plaster outside and in. On the 
exterior they exhibit architecturally a mix- 
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FIG. 3. INTERIOR OF TOMB-CHAPEL SEEN IN FIG. I, SHOWING POSITION OF 

DECORATION 



ture of Classical and ancient Egyptian 
motives, having very commonly a cornice 
of the Egyptian "cavetto" type and 
Classical forms of engaged columns with 



Corinthian capitals. In plan, they are 
generally square, and roofed with domes 
on pendentives; or, less commonly, rectan- 
gular with barrel vaults. In a few cases 
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FIG. 4. DOME OF TOMB-CHAPEL, WITH ALLEGORICAL AND BIBLICAL PERSONAGES 



remains of wooden roofing are evident. 
On each of the three walls of the chapel, 
other than the entrance wall, is usually a 
niche, while a few of the chapels have an 
apse projecting on the eastern end. These 
apsidal ends are either circular or octagonal. 
Some of the larger constructions consist of 
a double chapel of two square compart- 
ments, while a few have fore courts sur- 
rounded by a wall of engaged columns and 
arches. 



The tombs provided with such chapels 
proved to consist regularly of (1) the 
chapel itself, decorated or undecorated; 
and (2) a perpendicular shaft, generally in 
the center of the chapel, cut in the rock to 
an average depth of about three meters, 
with a burial chamber at the bottom on 
the west, and, frequently, a second cham- 
ber on the east. 

The burial chambers contained one or 
more burials, without coffins, extended on 
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FIG. 5. TOMB-CHAPEL DECORATED WITH BIBLICAL SCENES 



their backs with the head to the west. 
They were wrapped in many thicknesses 
of cloth, and then bound outside with 
flat bands or tapes crossing and recrossing 
in a diamond pattern. 



Of the chapel interiors, many were sim- 
ply finished in white plaster without any 
decoration, but a considerable number had 
some form of decoration, two in particular 
having their domes elaborately decorated 
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— in the one case with figures of allegorical 
and biblical personages, and in the other 
with biblical scenes (figs. I, 3-6). In 



with chapels — extended on the back, head 
to the west, the hands at the side or over 
the pelvis, and similarly wrapped (fig. 2). 




FIG. 6. TOMB-CHAPEL DECORATED WITH BIBLICAL SCENES 



many of those undecorated, however, the 
walls bear Greek or Coptic inscriptions, 
painted mostly in red ocher; and, in ad- 
dition, nearly all the chapels are covered 
with Coptic and Arabic graffiti which are 
of much epigraphical interest. 

In the examination of the ordinary 
graves with small superstructures, a section 
was taken near the middle of the cemetery 
where a strip containing about a hundred 
graves was cleared (fig. 7). They are of 
one general type: (1) a low superstructure, 
built over the mouth of the grave either 
rectangular in form with outer courses of 
mud brick and a filling of rubble and 
gravel, or an oval mound of rubble and 
gravel covered- with a coating of mud 
plaster; and (2) the grave itself, roughly 
cut in the sandstone of the hill, with axis 
east and west, averaging two meters in 
length, 60 to 70 cm. in width, and one 
meter in depth. The burial was placed in 
the same position as in the large tombs 



Each grave was commonly provided with 
a headstone and footstone of sandstone. 
The former was inscribed with the name of 
the individual, which was either engraved 
in the stone or the stone was covered with 
mud plaster and the name incised in this. 

Both inside the wrappings of the burials 
and also in the bottom of the graves con- 
siderable quantities of common salt had 
been placed, and the effect of this, taking 
into consideration also the extreme dryness 
of the climate, was to be seen in the perfect 
preservation of the burials. These afford 
such material for anatomical investigation, 
as a means of determining the racial and 
other characteristics of the inhabitants of 
the oasis at this period, that it is hoped 
in our future work on the cemetery our 
archaeological results may be supplemented 
by those of an anatomist working with us 
on the spot. 

In the graves or in the grave-filling, as 
well as in the surface drift, were found 
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pottery and personal ornaments, such as 
combs and hairpins, and, in some cases, 
the garments in which the burials were 



meters, and stairways which occurred 
showed that originally there was often a 
second story. Below the ground floor were 




FIG. 7. SECTION OF CEMETERY EXCAVATED, SHOWING ORDINARY GRAVES 



wrapped were ornamented with em- 
broidery. 

The investigation of the cemetery will be 
continued next season, and, until the work 
has progressed further, a final dating or 
limit in date cannot be given to it. From 
the evidence so far obtained, however, it 
seems in all probability to belong to about 
the fifth century A.D. 

Before the end of the work at Kharga in 
early May, excavation was also begun on 
a mound a few hundred meters south of the 
cemetery, known as Ain el Turba. This 
was done with a view to determining the 
character of such mounds, of which there 
are many in the oasis. As seemed prob- 
able, they proved to contain the remains 
of houses, with walls of mud brick. The 
houses consist of a series of rooms, with 
no apparent regularity of arrangement, 
roofed with barrel vaults of mud brick, 
the walls covered with white plaster and 
in many cases ornamented with frescoes. 
The walls of the ground floor were pre- 
served generally to a height of about two 



sometimes subterranean rooms, roofed like- 
wise with barrel vaults. 

The excavation of these houses yielded 
much interesting material — pottery of 
many types, decorated and undecorated; 
ostraca and wooden tablets inscribed in 
Greek; blue-glazed and glass beads and 
other small ornaments; coins, and various 
types of glassware, including the multi- 
colored ' 'Millefiori " glass, made from sec- 
tions of small glass rods containing floral 
or other designs, fused together in varying 
arrangements. The coins ranged in date 
from Constantine the Great to Arcadius, 
and therefore these particular constructions 
may be assigned in general to the fourth 
century A. D. 

As complete a photographic record as 
possible was also made of the many other 
ruins scattered over this northern part of 
the oasis, and in the coming season the ex- 
cavation of some of these will be carried 
out while work on the points already begun 
is being continued. 

A. M. L. 
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